THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

reigning there, now appealed to Vira Wala, a Kathi of
Jetpur. The Wala Kathis were quite ready to help their
brethren Khumans, and Kumpa Wala of Chital, an
important Kathi stronghold, undertook to amass a strong
army. He called for aid from the Khachar Kathis, and
Wajsur Khachar of Jasdan brought a large force to Chital.
In a short time the whole of the Kathi fighting men had
formed themselves into a formidable array under Kumpa
Wala, and assembled at Chital ready to make a move on
Bhavnagar. But they waited too long. In A.D. 1793
Wakhatsinhji, hearing of the forces being collected to
attack him, decided to attack first. He therefore assembled
as large an army as he could collect, and calling upon the
Gohels of Wala and Lathi to join him, marched against
Chital and invested the Kathi army within the fort.

Wakhatsinhji took up a strong position outside the
town and proceeded to batter the walls with his artillery.
This mode of warfare was little suited to the Kathis, who
chafed at their inaction and much preferred raiding to
fighting a pitched battle. Gradually the Kathi leaders
gave up fighting and retired with their followers from the
fort. Wakhatsinhji waited until the number of the
defenders had greatly diminished, and then he launched
his whole army in a vigorous attack upon them. The
walls were breached and after some hard fighting those
Kathis who had not fled, or been killed, surrendered, and
Chital came into Wakhatsinhji's hands. Kumpa Wala
fled to Jetpur, while his brother, Bhaya Wala, was taken
prisoner. Wajsur Khachar returned to Jasdan in safety,
but Wakhatsinhji hotly pursued the flying Kathis as far
as Kunkavao, and inflicted great loss upon them. Here
he released Bhaya Wala, and then returned to Chital,
where he placed a garrison. He now attacked and cap-
tured Saldi and then immediately marched on Gadhra
and Botad, which places he subdued without difficulty.
The Kathis of Babra were also defeated and the town

170